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BELOW NORMAL 
MONSOON 
FORECAST IN UP TOO
LUCKNOW:  There is a high 
probability that the total 
cumulative rainfall during the 
monsoon season will remain 
below normal in Uttar 
Pradesh, according to the 
Lucknow Met office.

This is due to the combined
influence of prevailing neutral 
El Niño conditions in the 
equatorial Pacific Ocean—
which are expected to 
progressively warm up and 
evolve into weak-to-moderate
El Niño conditions during the 
monsoon season—and neutral 
Indian Ocean Dipole 
conditions, according to Atul 
Kumar Singh, senior scientist 
at the Lucknow Met office.

The number of heatwave 
days across most parts of the 
state next month is likely to be 
two to three days higher than 
normal, Met office said. HTC

LUCKNOW: Bad weather and
operational issues forced several
flights to be diverted to Luc-
know’s Chaudhary Charan Singh
International Airport (CCSIA),
on Friday, airport officials said.
Air India flight AI1839 from

Pune to Delhi was diverted to
Lucknow because of a low-fuel
situation. Authorities said all
standard safety procedures were
followed after the landing.
Air India Express flight IX1231,

operating from Pune to Delhi,
was also diverted to Lucknow
due to adverse weather condi-
tions in the national capital. 
Several flights on Delhi-Patna

route were also affected. 
Air India Express flight

IX1346 from Delhi to Patna
landed at Lucknow airport at
8:03 am. The aircraft departed
for Patna at 10:16 am.
IndiGo flight 6E6394 from

Chandigarh to Patna was also
diverted to Lucknow and landed
at Amausi Airport at 9:55 am.
During the halt, 15 passengers
were offloaded in Lucknow. The
flight later resumed its journey
at 11:02 am.
Another IndiGo flight, 6E2769

from Delhi to Patna, was also
diverted to Lucknow due to poor
weather conditions. The aircraft
landed safely at around 10:30
am. HTC

INCLEMENT 
WEATHER FORCES 
FLIGHT DIVERSIONS 
TO LUCKNOW

LUCKNOW:  The Lucknow bench
of the Allahabad high court on
Friday sought a response in four
weeks from the respondents—
the Central government, the
CBSE, the Controller of Exami-
nations, and the Uttar Pradesh
government—on a public inter-
est litigation (PIL) challenging
the new on-screen marking
(OSM) system introduced by the
Central Board of Secondary
Education for the 2025-26 Class
12 examinations.
The petitioner will be able to

file a reply within two weeks
thereafter.
A division bench of Justice

Rajan Roy and Justice Pramod
Kumar Srivastava passed the
order on a public interest litiga-
tion filed in person by Mohit
Ashok, a Lucknow-based advo-
cate. 
The petitioner alleged that

the hasty implementation of the
digital evaluation system led to
a “systemic institutional failure”
in the evaluation of millions of
students across the country.

The petition requested the
formation of an independent
expert committee to examine
implementation of the OSM and
identify alleged flaws in the
evaluation. 
The petition also demands

that the answer sheets of all
affected students be re-evalu-
ated free of charge by ade-
quately trained evaluators. Dur-
ing the hearing, the respon-
dents’ lawyers sought time to
file their responses in the case.
After granting this, the court
has fixed the next hearing of the
case in August.
The CBSE announced the

Class 12 result on May 15 and
has since been under fire over
the use of on-screen Marking
system for the evaluation.

The application link to get
scanned copies of Class 12
answer sheets was activated on
May 19 and closed on May 25,
2026.
Several students and teachers

have alleged various irregulari-
ties in the evaluation process.
As per student complaints,

the answer scripts of other can-
didates were allegedly uploaded
under incorrect roll numbers.
Many scanned copies were
reportedly blurry, truncated, or
unreadable, leaving several
answers unchecked.
The board announced the

implementation of OSM on Feb-
ruary 9, a week before the Class
12 board examination com-
menced on February 17, 2026.

MANOJ KUMAR SINGH

HC seeks responses from Centre, 
UP government, CBSE on OSM

PIL SEEKS FORMATION OF INDEPENDENT 
EXPERT COMMITTEE TO EXAMINE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF ON-SCREEN 
MARKING SYSTEM AND IDENTIFY 
ALLEGED FLAWS IN THE EVALUATION

LUCKNOW : A 60-year-old man
was arrested for allegedly rap-
ing a 7-year-old neighbour girl
after luring her to his home in
Thakurganj area with promise
of a candy, police said on Friday.
The victim’s family alleged

that the accused, identified as
Mohammad Shakeel, a resident
of Amrapali Chowki area under
Thakurganj police station,
called the minor to his house
around noon on Friday. He
bolted the door from inside and
allegedly sexually assaulted her,
police said. The child returned
home crying and narrated her
ordeal to her family, who filed a
complaint at the Thakurganj
police station, officials said.
Thakurganj inspector

Omveer Singh confirmed that
FIR had been registered under
Section 63 of BNS based on the
complaint by the victim’s fam-
ily.
Police said the accused had

been taken into custody, while
the victim had been sent for a
medical examination.  HTC

60-YEAR-OLD MAN 
HELD FOR RAPING 
6-YEAR-OLD

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW:  A large portion of a
tin shed collapsed on Platform
No. 5 of the Charbagh railway
station in Lucknow on Friday
morning, injuring three people,
including a travelling ticket
examiner (TTE), and forcing
railway authorities to stop the
approaching Howrah-Deh-
radun Express moments before
it entered the platform, pre-
venting what could have turned
into a major tragedy.
Railway officials said the

incident occurred around 8am
amid ongoing construction and
repair work linked to the con-
course project at the station.
In an official statement,

Northern Railway said the
project engineer and a supervi-
sor were suspended and a pen-
alty of Rs 50 lakh imposed on
the contractor. 
A high-level committee was

constituted to investigate the
incident, the statement added.
The TTE, Bhupendra, suf-

fered a fractured leg while two
passengers, identified as
Abhishek and Sahil, also sus-
tained injuries. Sahil reportedly
suffered severe thigh injuries
after his leg became trapped

under the collapsed structure.
Sunil Kumar Verma, divi-

sional railway manager, North-
ern Railway, confirmed that a
portion of the platform shed
collapsed, causing injuries to
three persons.
“At around 8am today, a por-

tion of the platform shed over
Platform 5 at Lucknow Char-
bagh Station tilted on PF sur-
face. Three individuals sus-
tained minor injuries in the
incident. RPF personnel
responded swiftly, rescuing all
three victims, who were subse-

quently admitted to a private
hospital. 
A railway medical team also

deputed to hospital for provid-
ing assistance. Two persons
have been discharged from the
hospital. 
The area is currently under-

going construction for a new
air concourse, which required
the temporary closure of Plat-
form 4 to passenger trains from
May 15 to June 23, 2026. The
work is being executed by Rail
Land Development Authority
(RLDA). 

A committee of three senior
officials from HQ has been con-
stituted to investigate the cause
of the incident,” the Northern
Railway statement said.
“Strict action has been

taken… Details are as under:
EPC contractor has been pena-
lised for Rs 50 lakh for this
damage,team leader of PMC
(authority engineer ) has been
immediately removed from this
work, project engineer of RLDA
has been suspended immedi-
ately, incharge works supervi-
sor of LKO Divn has also been
suspended,” the statement
added.
“ Primarily, negligence over

the last two days appears to be
one of the reasons behind the
collapse, particularly after a
crane was brought to the site,”
said Rajesh Pandey, general
manager, Northern Railway,
said.
During an HT visit to the sta-

tion around 11.30am, police
personnel deployed near the
blocked staircase revealed that
the damaged tin shed extended
nearly 400 to 500 metres. Per-
sonnel at the site acknowl-
edged that authorities should
have restricted passenger
movement near the construc-
tion zone.

{ THREE INJURED } ENGINEER, SUPERVISOR SUSPENDED, RS 50L PENALTY IMPOSED ON CONTRACTOR

Tin shed collapses at Charbagh railway 
station, incoming train stopped in nick of time

The portion of a tin shed that collapsed at Charbagh railway 
station in Lucknow on Friday. MUSHTAQ ALI/HT PHOTO

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW:  With wind speed
crossing 100 kmph, another
major thunderstorm, moderate
to heavy rain and lightning
struck Uttar Pradesh between
Thursday night and Friday early
morning, as per data shared by
the Lucknow meteorological
centre, and claimed several lives.
The highest wind speed of 109

kmph was recorded in Hathras,
100 kmph at Agra, 96 kmph in
Bulandshahr, 94 kmph in Shah-
jahanpur and 91 kmph in Jalaun,
the meteorological office said.
This was the second major

hailstorm that hit the state in 15
days.
Earlier on May 13, a far

stronger hailstorm had lashed
Uttar Pradesh when a man was
reportedly lifted nearly 50 feet
into the air with a tin shed before
crashing into a maize field in
Bareilly.
A fortnight ago, strong winds

with velocities ranging from 74
to 130 kmph hit several districts,
the met office had said, adding
that the highest wind speed of
130 kmph was recorded in
Bareilly and Prayagraj districts
then.
“Thunderstorms or dust

storms are not unusual during
this season. The storm resulted
from western disturbances and
its interaction with easterly
winds,” said Manish R Ranalkar,
director at the Lucknow met
office, about Thursday night’s
storm.
Several parts of east Uttar Pra-

desh experienced rain up to 100
mm.
For instance, Mirzapur tehsil

recorded 100 mm rainfall, Ayo-
dhya 90 mm, Prayagraj 61 mm,
Unnao 59 mm, Siddharthnagar
51 mm, Ambedkar Nagar 43 mm,
Ghazipur 38 mm, Azamgarh
37.6 mm, Basti 35 mm, Chitrak-
oot 33 mm, Sant Kabir Nagar 31
mm, Kannauj 30 mm, Varanasi
BHU 29.2 mm, Barabanki at
Nawabganj Tehsil and Ghazipur
25 mm, Banda 24 mm and Ame-
thi 23.3 mm.
In Lucknow, Bani recorded 18

mm rainfall, Malihabad 17 mm,
and the airport 3 mm. The storm
originated from north-west UP
and moved towards the state’s
eastern region, according to the
met office. 
On Friday, the maximum and

minimum temperatures in Luc-
know were 33 (7.1 degrees below
normal) and 20.9 degrees Celsius
respectively.
Due to rainfall, the day tem-

peratures in most cities of Uttar
Pradesh remained below nor-
mal. In two cities, it dropped by
over 10 degrees below normal on
Friday.
The maximum temperature

in Ballia dropped to 27.5 degrees
Celsius, which is 10.1 degrees
below normal and at Ghazipur it
was 29 degrees Celsius, which is
10.2 degrees below normal. The
forecast for Lucknow is a partly
cloudy sky with few spells of
rain/thundershowers accompa-
nied by gusty winds on Saturday.
The maximum and minimum

temperatures will be around 33

and 23 degrees Celsius, respec-
tively. IMD has also issued a
warning of thunderstorm/light-
ning accompanied by gusty
winds. A hailstorm is very likely
at isolated places over the area at
night.
There is a likelihood that the

spell of widespread rainfall—
accompanied by squalls and
storms—will persist in the
region until May 31, resulting
from the interaction between
moist easterly winds in the lower
troposphere and a Western Dis-
turbance. The maximum tem-
peratures are expected to drop
further by 5 to 7°C.
The state forecast is rain/

thundershowers are very likely
at many places over the area.
IMD issued a warning that

thunderstorm/lightning accom-
panied by gusty winds (speed
50-60 to 70 kmph) is very likely
at isolated places over West UP
and East UP.
Heavy rain is also very likely

at isolated places over West UP.
According to the X handle of

Rahat UP, “IMD has expressed a
strong likelihood of severe thun-
derstorms, rain, and hailstorms
in Uttar Pradesh till May 30,
2026. The general public is
urged to stay in safe places dur-
ing inclement weather, refrain
from venturing out unnecessar-
ily, and adhere to the guidelines
issued by the administration.”
The weatherman said, “Con-

sequently, there is a strong pos-
sibility that the heatwave (Loo)
conditions will completely cease
across the state.”

{ MAYHEM AGAIN } IN UTTAR PRADESH

Over 100kmph storm hits 2nd time in a month

LUCKNOW:  A powerful storm
accompanied by heavy rain,
lightning and strong winds
swept across several districts of
Uttar Pradesh on Thursday night
and Friday, killing at least 14
people, damaging homes and
infrastructure, disrupting power
and rail services, and causing
hardship for residents.
The worst toll was reported

from Kaushambi, where four
people, including a woman and
her two young children, died
after an uprooted neem tree
crashed onto their mud house
during the storm. Another man
was killed when a tin shed blown
away by strong winds collapsed
on him. Pratapgarh reported the
death of an 85-year-old woman
after a shed pillar gave way,
while two people died in sepa-
rate wall-collapse incidents in
Prayagraj.
A senior official, however,

said casualty figures and damage
reports are currently being com-
piled and verified.
Lightning strikes claimed

three more lives in eastern UP. A
farmer in Azamgarh, a retired
railway employee in Ballia and a
32-year-old woman in Deoria
were killed after being struck by
lightning. The woman’s brother
sustained burn injuries.
In Saharanpur, sudden flood-

ing triggered by torrential rain in
the Shakambhari Devi area
swept away more than a dozen
vehicles. Two women died after
being caught in the strong cur-
rent. Rescue operations contin-
ued through the night as author-
ities searched for missing vehi-
cles and assessed the damage.
The storm also claimed the

life of a 55-year-old labourer in

Mathura. Om Prakash was sleep-
ing on roof of his house when a
tin sheet blown off a neighbour-
ing house struck him fatally.
Beyond fatalities, the storm

caused extensive destruction
across the state. Trees, tin sheds,
huts and electricity poles were
uprooted in many districts. More
than 50 power poles were dam-
aged in Mainpuri alone, while
power supply was disrupted
across parts of the Braj region. A
tree fell on a moving car in Mat-
hura, though its occupants
escaped unharmed.
Rail traffic on the Gorakhpur-

Bihar and Gorakhpur-Varanasi
routes was disrupted for nearly
three hours after trees fell on
tracks. 
Residents faced power outa-

ges, blocked roads, disrupted
transport and long traffic snarls
as authorities worked to restore
normalcy. 

(WITH INPUTS FROM PRAYAGRAJ,
VARANASI, GORAKHPUR, AGRA AND
MEERUT)

Storm kills many across UP, leaves 
trail of destruction and disruption

LUCKNOW:  Taking cognisance of
the large-scale damage caused
by strong storms, rain, and light-
ning in several districts late
Thursday night, CM Yogi
instructed all DMs to intensify
relief operations, assess losses,
and ensure the prompt release of
relief funds, a government state-
ment said on Friday.
Administrative officers have

been directed that any negli-
gence in relief work will not be
tolerated. The storm, heavy rain,
and lightning that struck several
districts of state late Thursday
night caused significant damage
and disrupted normal life.
The chief minister directed all

district magistrates to immedi-
ately visit the field and conduct
surveys. He also instructed that
relief and rescue operations be
regularly monitored and that
updated situation reports be
submitted to the government
every three hours. In addition,
officials have been asked to
share information regarding
compensation distribution, relief
camps, rescue operations, and
other administrative activities
on social media platforms so
that accurate and timely infor-
mation reaches public.
The chief minister appealed to

people of UP to remain alert dur-
ing adverse weather
conditions, avoid
unne c e s s a r y
travel, and
strictly follow
the guidelines
issued by the
administra-
tion. HTC

YOGI ASKS DMS TO 
INTENSIFY STORM 
RELIEF, RELEASE 
FUNDS PROMPTLY

STATE TURNS TO 
GRASSROOTS 
NETWORK FOR 
WEATHER ALERTS
LUCKNOW:  The district 
administrations have 
launched an extensive 
awareness campaign to 
warn residents about fresh 
spells of severe weather.

Acting on advisories 
issued by Met Department 
and the UP Relief 
Commissioner’s office, 
authorities are using both 
traditional and modern 
communication channels 
to reach people, especially 
in vulnerable areas.

In rural regions, drum-
beaters have been 
deployed to carry weather 
warnings from village to 
village, while urban areas 
are using traffic system 
loudspeakers and Police 
Response Vehicles (PRVs) 
to broadcast safety 
messages. Several districts 
have also hired vehicles 
fitted with public address 
systems to reach remote 
and densely populated 
localities.   HTC

(Top) A man passes a damaged electric pole after a late-night 
storm in  Lucknow on Friday. Residents claimed that despite 
repeated complaints to the electricity department, no repair 
crew had arrived, while live wires hanging in the area continued 
to pose a major safety hazard. (Above)In Jalaun, a charpoy blown 
away by the storm got lodged in an electric pole.

DEEPAK GUPTA/HT PHOTO

Boatmen try to recover a boat 
in Ganga following strong 
wind and rain at the bank of 
Sangam, in Prayagraj. PTI

A drum-beater deployed 
to carry weather 
warnings. HT PHOTO

Windspeed of 109 
kmph recorded in 
Hathras, 100kmph at 
Agra; Mirzapur tehsil 
witnesses 100 mm 
rainfall, Ayodhya 90 
mm, temp drops

LUCKNOW:  Prolonged power
outages triggered by trans-
former failures in Dubagga, Kak-
ori and Gosainganj disrupted
normal life across Lucknow and
adjoining rural areas, sparking
protests and administrative
intervention.
The worst-hit area was Ram-

pur Bhuhar under the Dubagga
substation, where a transformer
caught fire late Thursday night,
leaving nearly 300 families with-
out electricity for almost 23
hours. The outage also affected
water supply. Following inter-
vention by chief engineer Ram
Kumar, two new transformers
and aerial bunched cable cir-
cuits were installed.
In Rasoolpur village under the

Kakori substation, a 100 KVA
transformer failure left over 500
households without power for
nearly 10 hours. 
Another fault in Gosainganj

disrupted power supply to
around 100 families for nearly 20
hours.
Beyond the three major trans-

former failures, widespread dis-
ruptions were reported across
multiple parts of Lucknow and
adjoining areas. Two electricity
poles collapsed in Swapanlok
Colony of Ismailganj-II ward
during strong winds and rain,
cutting off power supply to the
entire locality at 3 am. HTC

TRANSFORMER 
FAILURES TRIGGER 
WIDESPREAD
OUTAGES IN LKO
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